Tracheoesophageal fistula after blunt chest trauma: successful diagnosis by computed tomography.
A case of tracheoesophageal fistula after blunt trauma is reported. A 27-year-old man who suffered from an automobile traffic accident complained of strong choking after drinking water. Computed tomography demonstrated a defect between the esophagus and the trachea just above the carina. Acquired tracheoesophageal fistula was suspected and promptly confirmed by contrast esophagogram. The defects of the trachea and esophagus was repaired by primary suture and buttressed using a pedicled intercostal flap. The postoperative course was uneventful.